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If the additional appointments suggested above are made,
and if our request as to the release of the passive resistance pri-
soners is accepted, we would advise the community to suspend
passive resistance pending the Commission's finding. Further, if
we are enabled by the Government's accepting our suggestions
to tender evidence before the Commission, we and other mem-
bers of the community will have to have full and free permission
to enter the different estates and collieries where Indians are em-
ployed, in order to collect evidence, and for the purpose of advis-
ing the people to continue to work under their contracts, pending
the investigation.
We take it that the Commission has sufficient powers to in-
vestigate all the grievances that have caused the revival of pas-
sive resistance as set forth in Mr. Gokhale's letter, and to make
its recommendations to the Government,
Finally, we beg to place on record the advice that we have
tendered to the community, that, whilst the finding of the Commis-
sion—enlarged in the manner suggested—will finally settle the dis-
pute as to the allegations of ill-treatment of workers and others
3Jad the acts of the military, its recommendations on the grie-
vances, whose redress is being sought, will not be accepted by the
community in derogation of its demands. If, unfortunately, the
Government does not see its way to accept our prayer, there will
be no course left open to us but to seek re-iinprisonment. We, as
passive resisters, can never rest still, having been discharged before
the termination of our terms of imprisonment
We beg to reiterate the declaration we have often made that,
as passive resisters, we countenance no violence, even by way of
retaliation, on the part of those who take part in the move-
ment, whether as strikers or otherwise. We have repeatedly given
effective advice, which has been acted upon, to the effect that
passive resisters must submit to personal violence in the course of
their passive resistance, even though such violence may entail
death. It becomes necessary for us to re-declare the above view, as
after our incarceration, we observe that it has been alleged that,
on some estates, strikers used violence.
The last two underrigned, as Europeans, desire to assure
the Government that, in throwing in their lot with their fellow-
South African Indian subjects, they have but rendered service to
the State and to their fellow-Europeans. They have done so after
wry carcfiil investigation, and their intimate experience of Indians
e£ every grade has enabled &em to see that the grievances of
which th<? Indian cqirununity is seeking redress are grievances

